PREFACE
It is curious that a man who lived till he was
eighty-six, with an Immense range of acquaintances3
left a remarkable Journal, as well as many writings
and letters, should have been left out. Introductions
to the Journal and works of John Evelyn have up till
now been thought to be sufficient, although for the
most part they merely consist of brief chronological
epitomes of Evelyn's career as given in his Diary,
Perhaps he tells his own story so well that further
comment has seemed unnecessary. But an objective
diary can well be supplemented by correspondence,
by works, and by contemporary opinions; and
conclusions can be drawn which throw fresh light on
so interesting a subject.
No attempt has been made by fresh research to
unearth new facts. The existing material is ample.
The Diary forms the basis, and the method he
adopted in writing It is carefully analysed, His
correspondence is for less known, but it serves to
amplify and illuminate his opinions and actions, as
well as his relationship to his many friends. His
books, which with the exception ofSylva and one or
two pamphlets, are hardly known at all, serve as
guides to his mind and character.
1 have received .help from students of Evelyn
literature. Mr. Geoffrey Keynes, who has rendered
great service by his editions of hitherto unpublished
manuscripts, has taken a sympathetic Interest In the
production of this book, and helped me by his
knowledge of the Wotton papers, Mr. Logan
Pcarsall Smith has been good enough to read through
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